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Review of the Interim Report 
 
 

Name and location of the Veterinary Education Establishment (VEE): Department of 

Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences- DIVAS, University of Milan, Lodi, Italy 

 

Name of the Coordinator reviewing the Interim Report (IR): Marina Spinu 

 

Date of the review: November 14, 2022 

 

1. Overall analysis: Is the IR written in agreement with the SOP?  

Yes. 

 

2. Major changes since the previous SER: Could these changes significantly affect 

compliance with the ESEVT Standards? 

Subsequent to the evaluation of 2019 of the VEE by EAEVE, the Veterinary course was 

evaluated by the Italian Ministry of University Quality Assessment System (ANVUR) with a 

positive outcome. A new curriculum, including the EAEVE suggestions is functional for the 

first and second years of studies, with the other years following the old curriculum. Since 2020 

the skills lab became active, supported by teaching and administrative staff along with 5th year 

and PhD students. 

A new system of university degrees’ qualification will be implemented starting with academic 

year 2023-2024, as provided by a new law of 2021. 

The transfer of the VEE to Lodi was finalised in 2021 and the two departments active during 

the visitation in 2019 (veterinary studies – DIMEVET and animal sciences – VESPA) merged 

to form the nowadays Department of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science (DIVAS), 

which is currently undergoing significant reorganization. 

 

3. Progress in the correction of Deficiencies: Have the Deficiencies (both Major and 

Minor ones) identified during the previous Visitation been corrected? If not, are there a 

plan and a timeframe to do so? 

No Major Deficiencies were identified during the visitation in 2019. 

The Minor Deficiencies included:  

- Partial compliance with Substandard 3.3. because of sub-optimal clinical training; 

- Partial compliance with Sub-standard 3.5, because of suboptimal training on herd health 

management and slaughterhouse training for the core students.  
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- Partial compliance with Sub-standard 4.15, because of suboptimal handling of large animal 

carcasses after necropsy.  

- Partial compliance with Sub-standard 8.3, because of suboptimal use of rubrics in oral 

examinations in certain courses.  

- Partial compliance with Sub-standard 9.1, because of suboptimal formal training of teaching 

staff.  

Progress has been accomplished in solving all these minor deficiencies, i.e.: 

 

To correct the partial compliance with Substandard 3.3., because of sub-optimal clinical 

training, agreements with animal shelters and horse breeding units were signed to improve 

preclinical hands-on activities in these species, more extramural and ambulatory clinics for 

small animals and horses were organised. Further, mandatory EPT (36 ECTS of EPT have been 

made available to every student) were organised, while voluntary clinical activities gained 

recognition by being introduced in a recording system, thus increasing the number of hours of 

clinical activity. Last-year students benefit from mandatory clinical rotations every morning, 

another way of increasing the number of clinical hours. An equine surgeon for emergencies 

surgeries was hired in 2022, and along with a contractor equine surgeon and a PhD student, 

they formed a small equine team. A total of 4 new European diplomates were hired. 

 

Measures were implemented to correct the partial compliance with Sub-standard 3.5, because 

of suboptimal training on herd health management and slaughterhouse training for the core 

students.  

The EPT of FSQ for the old curriculum students consists of a minimum 25/100hours spent at 

slaughterhouses (in pigs and cattle) under direct supervision of the official veterinarian while 

the rest of 75/100 are spent at Health Protection Agencies, under the supervision of the official 

veterinarians. EPT in poultry and small ruminants depends on availability/activity of each 

slaughterhouse. Herd health management was included in the new curriculum since 2019-2020 

and since 2020-2021, 25 hours were allocated to an EPT training in practical herd health 

management/herd health cycle. 

 

Partial compliance with Substandard 4.15 because of sub-optimal handling of large animal 

carcasses after necropsy was solved by purchasing a suitable trolley and close metal containers 

for cadaver transport. 

 

Partial compliance with Sub-standard 8.3, because of suboptimal use of rubrics in oral 

examinations in certain courses: For oral exams the rubrics became compulsory, the majority 

of the other exams being in a written format to increase transparency and objectivity, which 

led to increased passing rates. Since 2021, the logbooks became mandatory online, with D1C 

validated by academic staff delivering them. 

 

Partial compliance with Sub-standard 9.1, because of suboptimal formal training of teaching 

staff has been improved by introduction of 40 h of formal training to teach and to assess for 

new teachers, followed by assessment of their knowledge. Continuous training on monthly 

basis is available for teaching staff as well. Two additional diplomates were employed as 

teaching staff at the VTH. 
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4. ESEVT Indicators: Are some Indicators below the current minimum value and could 

it significantly affect compliance with the ESEVT Standards? 

All indicators are in the positive balance range; the only indicator “I12, n° of companion animal 

patients seen extra-murally / n° of students graduating annually” below the minimal value (-

0.132) is compensated by the high number of companion animal cases seen intra-murally (I8, 

a balance of 30.307). The impact of COVID-19 on the VEE raw data in 2019-2020 is obvious, 

but has been overcome in the following years. 

 

5. Any other comments or suggestions to ECOVE 

No. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION BY ECOVE: 

No further recommendations.  


